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2009-2010 PARENT INFORMATION
The Saint Cecilia Institute announces auditions for the recently formed ARCHDIOCESAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR, open to children in 4th-8th grades throughout the urban deaneries of the Archdiocese.  

The mission of the choir is formation for lifelong praise of God through sacred, liturgical choral music with its purpose to sing throughout the Archdiocese and in the mother Church, Saint Cecilia Cathedral.  

The Archdiocesan Children’s Choir will be directed by Mr. Phillip Schorg, known to the Omaha community through his work as music teacher in the Omaha Public School system - currently the vocal music teacher at Prairie Wind -- as director of OPS select group ‘Mini-Singers”, as a section leader in the Saint Cecilia Cathedral Choir and as a member of the Omaha Chamber Singers.  Mr. Jeffrey Hoffman will serve as administrator – accompanist.  Mr. Hoffman is Director of Music at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Fremont and Executive Director of John C. Fremont Days.

· Members of the ACC will be selected through interview/auditions (see attached memo and application)  

· Rehearsals are held weekly on Wednesdays 4:30-6:00 p.m. at the Saint Cecilia Institute, 3900 Webster Street. 

· The choir will sing for liturgies or events approximately twice per month – in parishes throughout the Archdiocese, and also at Saint Cecilia Cathedral and for special Archdiocesan events and concerts. The year’s commitment dates and times will be available at audition.  Regular attendance is required.
The goals of the ARCHDIOCESAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR are to:
· To advance the ministry of liturgical children’s choir singing in the Archdiocese of Omaha 

· To complement children’s musical experiences in their own parish and school, and 

· To serve the Archdiocese of Omaha and northeast Nebraska as ambassadors of Music Ministry on behalf of the Archbishop.  

If selected for participation, there is tuition of $20 per month per student, payable at the beginning of each semester.  A small portion of the tuition is used to support scholarships for those who may not be able to afford participation. 
APPLICATION

Please complete the application form, and attach two brief letters of recommendation by a non-relative adult, one preferably by a music teacher, music director or your parish priest.
INTERVIEW PROCESS for Teachers/Administrators/ Parents 
The ACC interview/auditions will be held at the Saint Cecilia Institute on the Cathedral Campus (3900 Webster – the building directly EAST of the Cathedral also known as “The Cultural Center”) Interview/auditions are by appointment.  

The parent must be present at the audition, but not in the audition room.
The student will be asked to sing one verse of one of the following selections:

       a.    Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee    b.   Jesus Christ is Risen Today

In addition, singers will be asked to demonstrate the following musical skills:

a. Melodic recall patterns   b. Rhythmic recall patterns

The patroness of the Archdiocese is Saint Cecilia, patron saint of music and musicians.  This opportunity gives special honor to her patronage and responds to God’s gift of music to his Church for the purposes of worship and service.  Thank you for supporting your child’s musical ministry and the new Archdiocesan Children’s Choir.
In Christ,

Mr. Phillip Schorg
Director of the Archdiocesan Children’s Choir

Mr. Jeff Hoffman

Administrator of the Archdiocesan Children’s Choir
TOP TEN REASONS

TO JOIN THE ARCHDIOCESAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR…

10. You will get to develop and use the beautiful voice God gave you!

9. You will get to meet cool new friends who like to sing, just like you!

8. You will get to visit many different parishes and lead prayer!

7. You will get to develop and use the beautiful voice God gave you!

6. You will sing for the International Convention of the Serra Club!

5. You will sing some of the best music ever written!

4. You will get to develop and use the beautiful voice God gave you!

3. You will sing in Saint Cecilia Cathedral!

2. You will get to meet the Archbishop!

And…the top reason to join the archdiocesan children’s choir ….

1. You will learn a skill to develop the talent God gave you, use it now, and have it for the rest of your life!
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ARCHDIOCESAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR  INTERVIEW / AUDITION
 APPLICATION FORM

The ACC rehearses every Wednesday night from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. and provides music ministry approximately two times a month.  If you support your child’s interest in choral music ministry and would like him/her to audition, please complete the following application and call Mr. Phillip Schorg, Director of the Archdiocesan Children’s Choir at 402.203.9862 to schedule an interview. Bring the application to the audition.
CHILD’S NAME_______________________________________________________________________________



          First



           Last

ADDRESS  ___________________________________________________________________________________



#
Street


                   City


                        Zip

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) ______________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS (if checked frequently) __________________________________________________________

SCHOOL/PARISH _____________________________________  CURRENT GRADE  ______________________

BIRTH DATE  _____________________________________



     Month
        Day                 Year

(print child’s name)________________________________ has my permission to audition for the ACC.  

If my child is chosen for membership, I accept responsibility for his/her transportation, tuition, and regular attendance.  








_________________________________________









Parent/Guardian Signature / Date








_________________________________________









Parent/Guardian printed name

Please bring two brief letters of recommendation from a non-relative to the interview / audition. 
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